
                                               PARISH PRIEST’S REPORT 
Fr. Paul Manickathan SAC 

I am pleased to present briefly some of the significant events in the life of the parish since our last 

meeting. This year has been a different one compared to previous years. It has been a year in which 

a Canonical Visitation by Auxiliary Bishop Rev. Don Sproxton occurred from 18th to 20th March 

2022. The report of the visitation is available to those who wish to have a copy. During the year, 

we have farewelled Sr. Charla and Sr. Chitra, who had worked in various capacities over 17 years 

in the parish. I express my admiration and respect and thanks for their presence and involvement 

here in the parish in many ways especially in the area of pastoral care. And thanks to Sr. Idaya for 

stepping up to her new role as pastoral worker. But unfortunately, she had to go back to India for 

medical reasons. Annie Manickam our secretary also had to leave due to her commitment as full-

time teacher and I thank her for her work and continued assistance given to us all this time as a 

volunteer. I am grateful to Lyna Chan, our hard-working parish secretary. I thank Monica Fernando 

who is at the office on Friday as a volunteer this year and hopefully to take the role as parish 

secretary from the month of January 2023. 
  
The parish continues to benefit from the commitment and assistance of Fr Ray Hevern whose 

presence at St. Vincent Pallotti Chapel for the pastoral care he provides. I am also grateful to all 

other pallottine priests for their assistance. The parish is really blessed with the extent of parish 

involvement in the liturgy and the different ministries exercised. Despite my lack of 

acknowledgement, I am regularly humbled by the examples of service I see around me in so many 

ways in the life of our parish. I believe the quality of the music in our church, particularly in our 

weekend Masses is of a high quality. The different styles of music across our liturgy complement 

both liturgical style and intention. The quality of our liturgy is certainly enhanced and well served 

by the contribution of the various ministries, readers, Eucharistic ministers, acolytes, servers etc. 

I thank all dedicated people involved at various liturgical ministries.  
  
I extend my heartfelt thanks to the Parish Pastoral Counsel, particularly to Mr. Peter White for 

his role as chairperson. Thank you so much for your constancy, perseverance, faithfulness and joy. 

Thanks to our Finance committee, under the leadership of Mr. Vince Ialeggio has looked after 

the matters pertaining to their field and I am grateful to them for their timely advice and action. 

Thanks to Agnelo, our caretaker and sacristan. How fortunate we are to have Agnelo at this 

particular time. He is innovative, resourceful, kind, immensely hard working. Thank you Agnelo 

from all of us. 

I take this opportunity to thank the members of the project committee whose assistance and timely 

intervention in repairs and projects is greatly appreciated. We have done two third of the cladding 

of the church during the year and we wish to complete that project before the end of this year. As 

we maintain our church buildings and other facilities, we are now faced with the greater challenge 

of ensuring that our parish community remains vibrant. We are trying to preserve the fabric of the 

church for generations to come. However, evidence across the wider church shows that it takes a 

great deal of work and visionary leadership to attract anyone to church in the twenty-first century, 

a fact that particularly applies to younger generations.  I look forward to ideas that will help us to 

focus on our future. 
  
Evangelization 

Pope Francis said, “Evangelization is the mission of the Church, not just of a few, but my, your, 

our mission.” Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is conducted by me. We have two 



candidates for this year. The process involves a period of reflection, prayer, instruction, 

discernment, and formation. Thank you to Ashely Almeida and his team for preparing children 

through the Parish Sacramental program to receive the Sacraments. The new program called 

‘Gathered in My Name’ continues to prepare children for First Reconciliation in Year 3 and First 

Eucharist in Year 4. The Pre-Confirmation module begins in Year 5 so that, by the time these 

children are in Year 6, they will be better placed to prepare for Confirmation in a more meaningful 

way. Our enrolments in the past twelve months have seen 13 children prepare for their First 

Reconciliation, 23 for their First Eucharist; 17 completed the Confirmation module with 7 

preparing for their Pre- Confirmation. We also have another class for years 1 and 2 which has 10 

children. Faith formation opportunities have been offered for parents through meetings and 

workshops as their children have been prepared to receive their Sacraments. 
  
A few statistics for the year just gone since we gathered for this equivalent meeting last year:  

· 43 children have been Baptized.  

· 42 children have received Holy Communion for the first time.  

· 38 children have been Confirmed  

· 27 children celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time.  

· I presided at 18 out of 26 funerals of parishioners, and there were 5 weddings in the Parish.  

Presently 10 Catechists take weekly Children’s Liturgy sessions during the Saturday and Sunday 

masses to bring children closer to Jesus and his teachings in the Gospel. The parish school 

community is an integral part of the parish’s pastoral life, and the relationships between the parish 

and school is very good. The school campus is of a high quality and the removal of some 

demountable classrooms has created a delightful space that is well used for a variety of educational 

purposes. 
  
I thank all the youth leaders and parents for overseeing the youth activities. The youth council 

brings together young people serving in youth related roles to ensure a coordinated approach to 

the youth services in the parish. They offer a range of activities which engage young people in 

their faith formation. A young adults group meets regularly. This group has built up a strong 

connection with each other and has laid a foundation for us to continue to develop in our parish 

life. 
  
Social Outreach Services 

The St Vincent de Paul Society with 40,000 members forms the largest volunteer welfare network 

in the country. Our Vinnies Riverton Conference has over 15 members who reach out to people in 

need in Riverton, Parkwood, Ferndale, Shelley, Rossmoyne, Bentley and Wilson. They offer 

assistance to their clients through food, fuel, clothing, bedding and furniture vouchers. Assistance 

is also given for utility bills, rent, medical scripts and financial counselling. Our Parish gives 

generously to this work through our charities Fund. Support is also given by parishioners through 

monthly food appeal and annual clothing drive and Christmas appeal.   
  
The Parish supports appeals locally, Nationally and Internationally through Caritas, the 

Archbishops Christmas Lifelink Appeal and Catholic Missions Propagation of the Faith Appeal. 

Parishioners are generous with donations and their time given to people in need. Our social 

committee organized some wonderful parish gatherings, and we had great time in socializing with 



each other. Thanks to all members of this active, deeply committed, and hard-working group. 

There are about 16 active members in this committee. 
  
Our future 

The Catholic Church is amid challenging times. The Plenary Council has already made many 

legislations for the way the Catholic Church in Australia will have to operate into the future. Each 

one of us needs to pray and be actively involved in our Parish and trust where the Holy Spirit is 

leading us. Faith requires our full attention and engagement in following Jesus with committed 

integrity; to be an authentic disciple of God requires living the Gospel principles of justice and 

mercy and peace not in words alone but in the values we live and the works we take on. The overall 

aim is to encourage not just greater participation by the laity at all levels but also an engaged and 

thriving community that understands the gift it has in its people. The key underlying principles 

are: 

* True leaders emerge naturally through action. 

* We are not simply “another organization” - We are the body of Christ. 

* Being a disciple involves understanding ourselves to be learners in a 

         learning Church. 

* The authority of lay ministry was re-iterated at the 2nd Vatican Council. 

* True collaborative ministry involves co-responses.  

Now ask yourself, “What am I doing to support my Parish?” 
  
I would like to thank all of you for your great dedication and enormous efforts for the smooth 

running of our parish. I thank Mr. John Williams for his generous work done in the church lawn 

and garden. You are creating a place for people to heal, to grow, to tap back into their relationships 

and memories and become the best of themselves each day. Your generosity is immense, and I 

thank you with all of my heart.  Thank you to Vince Ialeggio for his time and expertise in many 

repair jobs around the church and presbytery. I am humbled by your generosity. Thank you for 

your unwavering support. Heartfelt gratitude is extended to all those who volunteered countless 

hours very week in our church. A parish of our size requires a team of dedicated volunteers who 

share their love for Jesus and our parish by giving of their time and talent. From those who help 

clean the church each week, to those who help transform the environment for the various Liturgical 

seasons, and clean the church linen, we are grateful. You are all such a blessing. To end, I would 

like to express my sincere thanks to ALL COMMITTEES, VOLUNTEERS and INDIVIDUALS 

for their tireless efforts making our Parish community a special place to be. May our parish 

Patroness Mary, Queen of apostles, fill us with love and faith so that we grow as a parish into a 

body of Christ, with values of the Gospel. 

                                PARISH COUNCIL’S REPORT.         Peter White 

 

It has been a relatively quiet year for the Parish Pastoral Council as we continue to come to terms 

with the on-going impacts of COVID-19. Christmas and Easter celebrations were again disrupted 

by new restrictions brought in to stem the spread of the virus. Just as things began to return to 

normal, rising case numbers and the winter flu season again cast a subduing pall over community 

life. The parish pastoral council during this time has had one eye on the future, planning a pathway 

to re-energise our parish life as we move into the next phase of the covid reality. 

 
  



The Parish Pastoral Council’s strategic plan presented here today outlines the main areas of focus 

for the council over the next few years. The hope is to create opportunities for greater participation 

at our parish, strengthen our capacity for parish care and refresh parish communications. There is 

an opportunity for the parish community to have a more engaging relationship with the parish 

council through this plan. 
  
It is important to note that the council’s strategic plan only creates a focus for new activity and 

builds on the ongoing work of the many people in the parish community who, every year, work 

tirelessly to ensure our parish is a vibrant place of worship. The parish council made a deliberate 

effort to more effectively celebrate the dedication of volunteers in the parish. Our Helper’s Night 

celebrated in December showcased the more than 30 groups in the parish working in the areas of 

Faith Formation and Education, Liturgical Ministries as well as Care and Social Groups. We have 

plans to celebrate this event more thoroughly again this year. 
  
An important event for the year was the visit in March by Auxiliary Bishop Donald Sproxton who 

attended all four weekend masses during his visit and met with the members of the Parish Pastoral 

Council, Finance Committee and the Young Adults Ministry. Good fun was had by all during the 

meeting with lively questioning by our excellent youth representatives. Bishop Don has been 

leading the Parish Renewal Initiative at the Archdiocese and, during the meeting, restated his call 

for Parish Pastoral Councils to emphasise the Pastoral aspect of their mission and be more strategic 

in focus. Six members of the parish council will retire from the council providing opportunity for 

ongoing renewal of the council’s activities. Special thanks to Ray U’Chong, Chris Leon, Tina 

Ambrose, Carlton Byrne-Quinn, and Sr Chitra Justin. Parish Council members who served during 

the year and their areas of representation are listed below. 

Parish Council Members 

Fr Paul Manickathan (Parish Priest and Spiritual Director) 

Peter White (Chairperson) 

Brendan Mulvey (Secretary and Faith Enrichment) 

Fr Ray Hevern (Rector Rossmoyne and UAC Representative) 

Sr. Idaya Antony (Pastoral Care) 

Ray U’Chong (Liturgy and Social) 

Chris Leon (St Vincent de Paul Society) 

Carlton Byrne-Quinn (Projects) 

Tina Ambrose (Secretary) 

David Tham (Youth) 

Vince Ialeggio (Finance) 
Pavel OJRZANOWSKI (School Advisory Council) 
Mark Ryan (School Principal) 

It is a joy to worship in our Parish and a privilege to serve on the Parish Pastoral Council with 

these wonderful people. May God bless us all. Thank You. 

 

                            FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT           Vince Ialeggio    
                                                                                                      

On behalf of the finance committee, I wish to present the financial report for the year ending 2022. 

The Queen of Apostles parish and the work of the finance committee are guided by a set of statutes 

as identified by the archdiocese of Perth to enable and support the parish priest to for fill his charge 

as the designated administrator of the parish. The archdiocese has several policies which guide the 

management of financial matters. 



As a reminder to the community in regard to weekly collections; the first collection is for the priest 

of the parish to meet their everyday living costs and also contributes to the finance of the Australian 

region of pallottines, should the funds become available. The second collection meets expenses 

incurred in ongoing operations of the parish including liturgy, pastoral expenses, building and 

property upkeep, administration costs and this includes the planned giving through envelopes or 

direct debits as well as donations. The parish finance report provided today contains details across 

board categories of income and expenditure specific details are available upon request. 

What has QOA Achieved in 2022 

Despite hard economic times and the effect of Covid 19, the Parish’s overall income has increase 

by 9.6% from the same time last year. 
  
The major expense items once again, I am proudly to say, has been the parishes’ contributions to 

the Charities fund $40,550 (that is 14% of total expenditure). Apart from the Charities fund, other 

significant expenditure items such as the Diocesan Levy, insurance, Repairs and maintenance, 

pastoral activities, rates, admin and wages have contributed to a further 47% of total expenditure. 

Remaining (39%) of the Parishes cost is accounted for capital Expenditure.  
  
Capital Expenditure  

The only capital expenditure for the financial year ending 30th June 2022 was $112,400.70 in 

regard to the cladding of the exterior of the Church. 
  
Solvency  

The Finance Committee is of the view that the Parish has the ability to meet its long-term debts 

(currently Nil) and other short term financial obligations into the foreseeable future. This has been 

mainly attributable to the generosity of our community as well as the prudent administration efforts 

by Father Paul. 

CURRENT FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Vince Ialeggio                  Terry Robson              

Ernest Wohlsein               Benjamin Tholath             

Carlton Byrne-Quinn & Fr. Paul Manickathan 

 

 
  


